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method in library and information science research. The research conducted in 
this study specifically examined library and information science doctoral 
dissertations written between 1984-1999. The study of the "Digital 
Dissertations" database found that only eight to seventeen percent of all 
library and information science dissertations were written using historical 
method. This was a slight decline in the number of historical dissertations 
that have been written prior to 1984 . This study also looked closely at a 
selected sample of 259 historical dissertation citations found in three 
bibliographic sources in order to find any patterns that were evident. The 
majority of historical dissertations were written in 1996, which was the peak 
year of library history, and following 1996, the number of historical 
dissertations declined rapidly into 1999. It was also discovered that more 
females than males have written historical dissertations, but there was still 
a significant number of males who wrote historical dissertations. Texas 
Woman's University and the University of Pittsburgh are just two of the 
schools that produced the most historical dissertations. Overall, this study 
shows that library history is still evident and researched in library and 
information science programs, but unfortunately,, few students choose to write 
dissertations using historical method. Further research, such as a survey of 
library students or a closer examination of the "Digital Dissertations" 
database, may give a clearer answer to the importance of library history 
research in library and information science. Appendixes include: the 
"Libraries and Culture" Historical Method Coding Sheet; the American Library 
Association's Library History Roundtable (LHRT) Citations Historical Method 
Coding Sheet; Arthur Young Citations Historical Method Coding Sheet; and 
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) Historical Method Data and 
Results. (Contains 17 references.) (AEF) 
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CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTION 

“A generation which ignores history has no past and no future.” 

(Heinlen 1978) 

Historical method is an important tool in library and information science research that 

can help us learn about the past as well as the future of library issues. In the 1 960s and 1 970s, 

library students often used historical method for their master’s theses and doctoral dissertations. 

However, the popularity of library history research began to decline in the early 1980s. 

According to professor Orvin Lee Shifflet, “History is a major research methodology in library 

and information science as measured by the amount written, but its popularity has dramatically 

decreased in recent years” (Shifflet 1984, 387). Library professionals have debated over the 

relevance of historical research to their field for many years, and this debate continues today. 

Some professionals in library science do not see historical research as significant or necessary to 

the field. According to Michael H. Harris and Stanley Hannah from the University of 

Kentucky’s College of Library and Information Science: 

The critics appear to be persuaded that historical scholarship is irrelevant to the field of 
library and information science. That is, the discussion is no longer directed at improving 
the quality of historical scholarship, but instead, at eliminating it once and for all. And 
thus, we are faced with the quite incredible prospect of a significant number of elite 
voices in library and information science declaring a virtual “end to (library) history” 
(Harris and Hannah 1992, 124). 

On the other hand, organizations like The American Library Association’s Library History 
Roundtable (LHRT) continue to support and promote the study of history in library and 
information science education. In a statement on their online site, LHRT “strongly advocates 
that history and historical methodology be fully incorporated into the curriculum of all programs 
of library and information science education” {Statement on History in Education for Library 



and Information Science 1 989). Current opinions on the need for historical research in library 
and information science are clearly divided. 

Purpose of the Study 

As the debate over the worth of historical research in library and information science 
continues, one wonders how this has been reflected in the doctoral dissertations of future library 
professionals. The purpose of this study is to find out if the opinions of library professionals and 
researchers have affected the status of historical research in library and information science 
programs. Foremost, it is necessary to find out how much of all library and information science 
research is completed using historical method to decide if there are any trends evident. For 
example, what percentage of library and information science doctoral dissertations have been 
written using historical method? Are historical dissertations prevalent in library and information 
science research, or has library history research continued to decline? What types of historical 
papers are written? Are there more graduate students writing about specific special, public, 
academic, or school library history; or are there more general library history papers being 
written? Are there more male or female library students using historical method in their 
dissertations? Which particular library and information science programs are producing the most 
historical dissertations? This study will attempt to answer all of these questions to determine the 
status of historical method in library and information science research. 



Definition of Terms 



Historical method: The organized collection and evaluation of historical primary and secondary 
sources in order to learn about the past as well as to discover trends that can help explain present 
and future events. This paper will specifically look at the historical method used in library and 
information science doctoral dissertations. 

Historical research: There are six types of historical research. 

(1) Biographical research — related to the history of a specific librarian or famous library 
advocate. 

(2) Histories of institutions and organizations — related to specific local or national 
libraries. 

(3) The investigation of sources and influences related to library history. 

(4) Editing and translating historical documents from libraries. 

(5) Studying the history of ideas related to libraries, and 

(6) The compilation of library history bibliographies (Powell 1999, 167). 

This study will look for the six types of historical research in library and information 

science dissertations using citation analysis to see if there are any trends 

evident. 

Library History: The use of historical method to study the history of individual libraries, famous 
librarians, library advocates, and/or themes related to the history of issues in libraries. 
Dissertations: For this study, a dissertation will be an essay written by a library and information 
science graduate student that leads to a doctoral degree. There will be a limited sample of 
dissertations in this study, and only those written in the library and information science field will 
be studied. 

Big History: Research that looks at events in the history of libraries in a larger context. 

According to Shifflett, it offers a point of focus that could give the history of one library meaning 
in a larger context and thus rectify the too pervasive failure of library history to go beyond the 
immediate facts of the local historical record (Shifflett 1984, 396). 
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Little History: The history of local institutions or geographic regions that is limited in scope and 
is unrelated to the uses and needs of library history in a larger context. The general library 
community cannot use this type of antiquarian history to associate it with current library trends 
and issues (Shifflett 1984). 

Library professionals: Any professor, scholar, or librarian that holds an M.L.S. or Ph.D. in 
Library and Information Science, and has spoken out for or against the use of historical 
methodology in their field. 

Library History Round Table (LHRT): Unit of the American Library Association that 
encourages research and publication on library history, and promotes awareness and discussion 
of historical issues in librarianship (American Library Association 1996). 

Truncation/Wild Cards: By using a “?” at the end of a word as a wildcard in a database search, 
one can find variations and plurals of that word. Truncation is also useful if you are unsure of 
the spelling of a word or name (UMI ProQuest 1999). 

SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences): A comprehensive, relatively easy to use 
computer program for statistical analysis, report writing, tabulation, and general-purpose data 
management (Powell 1997, 200). 
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Limitations of the Study 



This study will be limited to the examination of doctoral dissertations written by library 
and information science students from universities and colleges in the United States. There may 
be some dissertations written related to library history that were written by graduate students in 
other major disciplines, but these will not be covered in the study. It is important that only 
library history papers written by library students be considered because this study is attempting 
to find trends in historical method directly related to the field of library and information science. 

This study will be completed in two parts. A sample of dissertations on all topics in 
library and information science will be gathered using Digital Dissertations online via OhioLink. 
This sample will help to determine the percentage of dissertations written using historical 
method. The sample taken is limited because it may not be the best representation of all library 
science dissertations written. The second half of the study will make an effort to gather as many 
historical dissertations as possible to evaluate the importance of historical method in library and 
information science research. The citations from the biennial articles in Libraries and Culture 
and bibliographic lists from Arthur Young’s book and the LHRT will be consulted and included 
in the study. Unfortunately, it is possible that many historical dissertations written may be left 
out due to the fact that the resources used to gather the dissertations may not cover or list all 
papers written using historical method. However, this study will attempt to cover the majority of 
historical dissertations written in the last fifteen years. In addition, the resources used will only 
provide bibliographic citations and a few abstracts. This study will look for patterns based 
purely on the information provided in bibliographic citations. 
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CHAPTER II. • 



REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

Several authors and library professionals have written about the importance or the 
insignificance of library history in library and information science research. Ronald R. Powell 
argued, “Historical research has much to contribute to librarianship, just as do other 
predominantly qualitative methods” (Powell 1999, 165). Powell confirmed that historical 
research could help us understand past events and learn from events that occurred in library 
history. Library history can also help library professionals learn from the past in order to avoid 
making the same mistakes. Powell goes on to explain the different types of historical research, 
the sources to use, and the basic rules behind conducting historical library research. Powell 
concluded that “there is a continuing need for genuine historical research in librarianship, and the 
better its presentation, the more impact it is likely to have” (Powell 1999, 177). 

The American Library Association’s Library History Round Table (LHRT) called 
attention to the value of history in library and information science education programs. In an 
article on their website, LHRT maintained that “a knowledge of history and an understanding of 
historical methodology are indispensable elements in the education of library and information 
professionals” ( Statement on History in Education for Library and Information Science 1989). 
LHRT considers history as essential to library and information science education because current 
issues in libraries, such as intellectual freedom, fees for service, and the role of minorities and 
women in the profession can only be understood by studying historical events in library science. 
LHRT also listed five recommendations for schools of library and information science to follow 
that proves the value of history to the curriculum. For example, it is suggested that history 
should be part of all library and information science curriculums — more classes related to library 



history should be taught, and professors should discuss the importance of historical methodology 
in order to encourage students to investigate and study library history ( Statement on History in 
Education for Library and Information Science 1989). 

Wayne Wiegand, professor of library and information science, discussed the proportion 
of library history research in the United States (Wiegand 1990). Wiegand wrote, “The literature 
of library history produced in the United States is growing and improving” (Wiegand 1990, 105). 
However, Wiegand observed that library students are not required to take courses in library 
history, and library schools rarely look to hire professors with history as their teaching and 
research background. According to Wayne Wiegand, “Students have generally not looked upon 
a critically honed historical perspective of their profession as a necessary component of their 
formal library education” (Wiegand 1990, 107). Furthermore, he wrote that library history is not 
popular with members of the professional community, which may explain why library students 
are not often exposed to historical research in library and information science. Wiegand 
concluded that library history is significant to the library science field, and that library 
professionals need to continue to promote library history. 

K.C. Harrison also wrote about the importance of library history but also how there are 
many critics who do not see historical method as a reliable form of research (Harrison 1994). He 
discussed how library schools no longer seem to be concerned with library history, and how 
advances in technology have led professors to believe that courses in library history are no 
longer necessary so they should be dropped. Harrison affirmed that history in general has never 
been in favor, but people know that we can and must learn from it. Harrison concluded that 
library history is important and more historical research needs to be done in the field. Harrison 
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imagined that in the twenty-first century, library history would again play a major role in library 
schools (Harrison 1994). 

Professor R.C. Alston declared that library history as a core course in library and 
information science education disappeared years ago (Alston 1991). However, he believed that 
library professionals were too concerned with new library technology, and were ignoring the fact 
that history is still important to the field. According to Alston, “In all disciplines, including 
notably medicine, it all started a long time ago, and we ignore that fact at our peril” (Alston 
1991, 37). In other words, library history is needed to learn from the past and it can be related to 
the future. Alston considered library history as significant and necessary in all library education 
curriculums. 

Professor James V. Carmichael, Jr. confirmed that library history is often neglected and 
looked down upon by library professionals. Carmichael stated that “relatively few graduates of 
LIS (library and information science) programs seem impressed with the need for library history 
or with the applicability of that history to present concerns” (Carmichael 1995, 310). Students 
often do not see a need to use historical method in their research because the professional world 
also does not find library history as important to the field. Carmichael found this out first hand 
in his own work. Carmichael writes: 

When I finished my historical dissertation and turned it over to the university publisher at 
hand, it was apparently so unimportant that it remained in the editor’s office for a year, 
unread and forgotten, until it was finally returned with a note that made no mention of the 
quality of the content but rather speculated on probable sales figures and declined further 
consideration” (Carmichael 1995, 311). 

He concluded that library history is not often valued but the discipline will continue to broaden if 
students use historical method and if more publications in the field promote library history. 



Authors Michael H. Harris and Stanley Hannah expressed that many critics believe 
library history is not needed in the field (Harris and Hannah 1 992). However, they argued that 
these library professionals who challenge library history are mistaken. Harris and Hannah stated, 
“We doubt that we are witnessing the end of library history, and perhaps it is time to abandon 
this notion and turn to the more important task at hand...” (Harris and Hannah 1992, 129). 
Library professionals should not deny the existence of library history, but instead they should 
pay more attention to the significance of history to the field. 

Several library science bibliographies have been published to compile all works written 
in the field, and include citations of library history dissertations. Gail A. Schlachter and Dennis 
Thomison compiled a bibliography of 1,000 library science dissertations written between 1973- 
1981 (Schlachter and Thomison, 1982). The dissertation entries in this book were gathered using 
several sources — Canadian Theses, Dissertation Abstracts International, Library Literature, 
Library Quarterly, Doctoral Students Memo, and by consulting the library schools with doctoral 
programs (Schlachter and Thomison 1982, 10). Each dissertation entry is listed in chronological 
order based on the date the dissertation was accepted. Schlachter and Thomison also attempted 
to state the purpose, procedure, findings, and conclusions of each dissertation entry. In 
compiling the dissertations, Schlachter and Thomison confirmed that library history dissertations 
constituted only a small percent of the total number of library science dissertations written 
(Schlachter and Thomison 1982, 376). Overall, this bibliography attempted to cover every 
library science dissertations written over an eight-year period, but it is possible that some may 
have been left out. 

Arthur P. Young assembled an annotated bibliography of 1,174 citations for library and 
information science theses and dissertations (Young 1988). This resource illustrates the 



importance of historical research in library and information science prior to 1986. It is the most 
recent bibliography published related to library history, and thus establishes the need for a 
current study — to find out if library history is still a significant part of library and information 
science education. 

In addition to the writings associated with library history issues, there have also been a 
few in-depth studies that analyzed the use of historical method in library and information science 
research. David Kaser conducted a study in which he analyzed the number and content of 
dissertations written from 1965 to 1976. Kaser concluded that there were seventeen library 
school doctoral dissertations concerned with library history that were written between 1965 and 
1970; and from 1971 to 1976, the number increased to forty-seven dissertations concerning 
history (Kaser 1978). Kaser also concluded that despite the fact library schools steadily reduced 
the library history curriculum, library students continued to be interested in library history. In 
his eleven-year study, Kaser found that the total enrollment in history courses increased by a 
significant amount, from 13,173 in the first six years, to 13,597 in the remaining years of the 
study (Kaser 1978, 184). The remainder of Kaser’s study looked at the different topics covered 
by students using historical method. He found that many dissertations analyzed the history of 
large university libraries, there were many studies of individual public libraries and librarians, 
and some dissertations were written concerning library associations and education for 
librarianship. On the whole, Kaser’s study established the importance of historical research in 
library and information science. 

Orvin Lee Shifflett studied the methodologies of library research used by library and 
information science graduate students (Shifflett 1984). By using Schlachter and Thomison’s 
library science dissertation bibliography to compile data, Shifflett found that historical research 
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constituted 33.2 percent of all methodologies used as an approach to doctoral research for the 
period covering 1925-1972. From 1973 until the end of the study in 1981, historical method 
accounted for a mere 15.6 percent of the efforts of library science research (Schlachter and 
Thomison 1982). The results of Shifflett’s study showed that the use of historical method in 
library and information science research had declined rapidly though the years. Despite this 
decline, Shifflett argued that library history should not be overlooked because “It is only through 
understanding history that we can begin to make sense of the environment in which we work” 
(Shifflett 1984,390). 

Shifflett concluded his study with a discussion of the importance of historical research in 
library and information science. Shifflett stated that historical method should be combined with 
other methodologies in order to enhance library and information science research. He argued 
that historical research is significant to the field but he also stated that “history can never aspire 
to be a primary methodology in library and information science research” (Shifflett 1984, 386). 
He summarized that local library history (“Little History”) and broader more general library 
histories (“Big History”) are essential to the field but they must provide more than basic general 
historical facts. Library history researchers need to illustrate how their library history studies can 
relate to the field today. Shifflett concluded that library history is essential to library and 
information science research but it is not always recognized as so by library professionals. 
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CHAPTER III. 



METHODOLOGY 

In an attempt to continue where Shifflett’s research left off, an analysis of library science 
dissertations written in the last fifteen years from 1984 to 1999 was completed. Several sources 
were used to locate library and information science historical dissertations. In the first step of 
research, Digital Dissertations online was utilized because it provides the bibliographic citations 
and abstracts of dissertations (UMI ProQuest 1999). Digital Dissertations database was 
somewhat of a challenge to use because advanced searching techniques needed to be practiced to 
locate all library and information science dissertations, including the papers written using 
historical method. The researcher searched for keywords and subjects to perform searches in the 
online database. Initially, this study took a sample of dissertations to find what percentage was 
written using historical method. 

After finding the percentage of historical l ibrary and information science dissertations, 
the researcher closely examined the historical dissertations from the bibliographic lists. The 
dissertation citations were studied to compare, contrast, and make some conclusions about the 
concepts and ideas presented. First of all, a biennial essay on American library history published 
in Libraries and Culture was utilized (Wiegand, Goedeken, and Passet 1988-1998). This essay 
lists the dissertations completed and accepted in the current years of each essay. This source is 
limited because it only provided the citations of each historical dissertation, and it did not include 
any abstracts. This study also used a library history bibliography and its supplements that are 
provided on the LHRT website (Goedeken 1990-1999). Several of the citations in this 
bibliography were historical dissertations written by library science students. Finally, Arthur 
Young’s American Library History — A Bibliography of Dissertations and Theses was utilized to 
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find further trends related to historical methodology. It was hoped that by using several different 
bibliographic sources, the most comprehensive list of library science historical dissertations 
would be available for analysis in the study. 

Bibliographic entries were examined to learn what subjects and issues were covered in 
historical library research. The three sources mentioned above were used to determine the 
following criteria: the year the dissertation was accepted, from which school the library student 
came from, the gender of the author, the type of history written about, the approximate time 
period covered, and if any other patterns were evident from the citations and/or abstracts 
available. This study attempted to determine whether more library students have written “Little 
History” or “Big History.” For example, an analysis was done to determine if the dissertations 
written were concerned with specific public, special, academic, or school library issues, or if the 
papers written were more focused on a particular library or librarian in history. The criteria was 
then recorded on a coding sheet to keep track of any concepts that surfaced related to the 
importance or insignificance of historical research in library and information science. By using 
citation analysis, the goal of this study was to provide the current status of historical method in 
library and information science research. This study also attempted to disprove the critics who 
feel that library history is unimportant to the library and information science field; it attempted to 
show whether or not library students are still interested in library history, and if the decline of 
historical method in library science research has continued. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



ANALYSIS OF DATA 

For the first part of this study, a search for library and information science historical 
dissertations was conducted utilizing the ProQuest Digital Dissertations database available 
through OhioLink. This database contains over 1 .6 million dissertation and theses entries, and 
covers materials dating from 1861 to the most current papers submitted (UMI ProQuest 1999). 
An attempt was made using this database to determine what percentage of library science 
dissertations completed between 1984 and 1999 have used historical method. 

For the first phase of research, some basic searches were conducted using only keyword 
search terms such as “library history,” “history of libraries,” and “library science.” These simple 
searches produced various numbers of matching citations. This method of locating library 
science dissertations was not very precise because it was impossible to find out if these searches 
were producing all of the available library science dissertations. The search results also would 
not have produced an accurate percentage of historical dissertations within the whole group of 
library science dissertations. It is likely that from this method of searching many valid library 
dissertations were left out. This method of research could not produce a specific percentage of 
historical dissertations, so it became necessary to change the method of locating dissertations. 

For the second stage of research, the browse feature of Digital Dissertations was used to 
look through the dissertations by subject. The “Library Science” subject, located under the 
“Humanities and Social Sciences: Communications and the Arts” heading, contained 3,712 titles 
dating from 1861 to the present that would need to be analyzed. This large number of available 
citations would be impossible to carefully examine, but this number was reduced by using the 
“advanced” search techniques in the database. The 3,712 titles were first reduced by selecting 
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only the titles that were written between the dates of this current study. A search of the library 
science dissertations submitted to the database between 1984 and 1999 produced 1,676 citations. 
This was a significant decline from the original 3,712 titles, but was still too great of a number to 
carefully analyze and locate the historical dissertations within. The search was narrowed further 
by limiting the titles by type of degree. Unfortunately, there were still 1,155 Ph.D. library 
science titles submitted between 1984 and 1999 to Digital Dissertations. This sample of titles 
was still too large to browse, and it would have taken a tremendous amount of time and effort to 
locate the most accurate percentage of historical library science dissertations written in the last 
fifteen years. 

It was important in this investigation to find the percentage of historical library science 
dissertations, but it only represents a small fraction of the study. In order to keep the study 
moving forward, it was necessary to come up with a close estimate of the percentage of historical 
library science dissertations. This led to the next phase of searching within Digital Dissertations. 
Once again using the advanced search method, the Ph.D. library science dissertations submitted 
between 1984 and 1999 were limited by using the keyword wildcard search “hist?” in order to 
find variations and plural forms of the word “history.” A second search using the same criteria 
was conducted but instead of a keyword search, a subject search of the word “history” was used. 

The keyword and subject searches of the library and information science dissertations 
resulted in two different percentages. With the keyword search, it was determined that 1 9 1 of 
the 1,155 titles or seventeen percent of the library science dissertations contained a word or 
words in the citation having to do with the truncated term “hist.” The subject search of “history” 
resulted in 89 of the 1,155 library science dissertations having to do with history, which was a 
mere eight percent of the total number of citations (See Table 1). 
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Table 1. 



Distribution of Library and Information Science Dissertations Found Using Digital 

Dissertations 



Criteria 


Frequency 


Percentage 


Total Number of LIS 
Dissertations 


3712 


N/A 


Number of LIS 
Dissertations 1984-1999 


1676 


N/A 


Number of LIS Ph.D. 
Dissertations 1984-1999 


1155 


100% 


Number of Library History 
Citations found using 
keyword “hist?” 


191 


17% 


Number of Library History 
Citations found using 
subject “history” 


89 


8% 



It is difficult to determine the importance of historical method in library and information 
science based on the searches made using Digital Dissertations because the searches resulted in 
inconclusive data. In Orvin Lee Shifflett’s research, he used Schlachter and Thomison’s library 
science dissertation bibliography to compile data, and he concluded that nearly thirty-three 
percent of library science doctoral dissertations written between 1925 and 1972 used historical 
method. The number of historical dissertations in library science declined to approximately 
sixteen percent from 1973-1981 (Shifflett 1984). This current study discovered that between 
1984 and 1999, historical method constituted approximately eight to seventeen percent of the 
library science doctoral dissertations written (See Table 2). 
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Table 2. 



Percentage of LIS Dissertations Using Historical Method 




The pie chart in Table 2. shows the percentage of dissertations written using historical 
method. The dark shaded area, or number one in the legend, represents all library science 
dissertations, and the white shaded area, or number two in the legend, represents the percentage 
of historical dissertations. This percentage does not give a clear answer to the importance of 
historical method in library and information science over the last fifteen years. It is possible that 
the percentage of library science dissertations written using historical method has stayed the 
same since Shifflett’s study, but it is most likely that the use of historical method has continued 
to decline over the last fifteen years. 

It is important to remember that using the Digital Dissertations database is not the most 
accurate or the only method available to determine the percentage of historical dissertations in 
library and information science. This database includes a large number of dissertation citations, 
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but it does not cover all library science dissertations ever written in the United States. It is 
possible that many historical dissertations are not cited in Digital Dissertations, so the resulting 
percentage from this study does not give the precise number of historical dissertations written 
over the last fifteen years. This resulting percentage may also be inaccurate due to the fact that 
the database included many dissertations written outside of the United States, and it is possible 
that the citations found using the keyword and subject searches may include some Ph.D. 
dissertations from other disciplines other than library science. The magnitude of the database 
search results did not allow time to closely examine each citation and abstract. However, using 
Digital Dissertations to estimate the percentage of library science dissertations that used 
historical method was the most straightforward method to use for this type of study. 

After determining the percentage of historical dissertations, the research shifted to a 
concentration on specific historical method citations from three important library science 
historical bibliographies. The first source used was the biennial essay printed in Libraries and 
Culture (Wiegand, Goedeken, and Passet 1988-1998). This bibliographic list covered ninety- 
nine historical dissertation citations written between 1984 and 1996. These citations were 
entered into an Excel table to better organize the data that needed to be analyzed (See Appendix 
A). Each citation included the title of the dissertation, the author’s name, and five different 
criteria to investigate. The items needed for examination included the institution that the library 
student attended, the date the dissertation was submitted, the gender of the author, the subject 
scope of the paper (academic, biography, public, school, general, books & reading, associations, 
LIS education, or publishing), and the time period covered within the dissertation. 

The second source used was the Cumulative Bibliography of Library History and the 
Supplemental Bibliographies available from the LHRT website (Goedeken 1990-1999). This 
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bibliographic list contained 149 citations of dissertations written from 1990-1999. These 
citations were also entered into an Excel table to organize the data, and the same five criteria 
were used to analyze the dissertations (See Appendix B). The third and final library history 
bibliography source used was the list found in Arthur Young’s book (Young 1988). 
Unfortunately, the majority of this bibliography included library history dissertations written 
from 1930-1985. This study could only use the eleven citations found that covered 1984 to 
1985. These eleven dissertations were entered into a third Excel table in order to analyze the five 
criteria in the study (See Appendix C). After entering the citations from all three sources, the 
duplicate entries had to be deleted. There were fifty-seven citations that overlapped in the three 
historical bibliography lists, but these sources still produced 259 valid library history citations. 

A problem with the 259 citations is that there may be some dissertations cited that are not from 
the library science field, but they cover library history in some way. Instead of spending too 
much time removing the few non-library science dissertations, these citations were left in to 
show that all fields of study recognize the importance of library history. 

The next stage in this study of historical dissertations was to closely examine the five 
criteria — gender, institution, date, subject scope, and time period covered. An additional criteria, 
“type of history,” was added to the original five criteria from the 259 Excel citations. This 
category attempted to express whether each citation represented “big history” or “little history.” 
These six total criteria were then entered into SPSS in order to closely examine the historical 
dissertation and to determine some general findings. 

This study of historical dissertations verified that 154 females and 99 males wrote the 259 
dissertations recorded. There were also six other people who wrote dissertations, but their 
gender was inconclusive due to the unfamiliarity with their first names (See Table 3). 



Table 3. 



Gender Distribution of Library History Dissertation Students 



Gender of Author 
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Female library science students wrote the majority of the library history dissertations recorded. 
However, the percentage of males who wrote historical dissertations is also fairly large and 
significant to the study. One who assumes that most library students are female can also 
presume that females also write most historical dissertations. Other than these basic results, few 
conclusions can be drawn based on the gender of the dissertation authors. 

The second criterion for analysis was the type of institution where each dissertation was 
submitted. It was concluded that of the 259 citations, 77 total colleges and universities were 
represented. A school without a library science program, Columbia University, was the number 
one institution with twenty library history dissertation citations (See Table 4). Most of the 
institutions represented only produced one to five library history dissertations. However, there 
were thirteen schools that produced anywhere from six to eight dissertations — -New York 
University, Rutgers University, State University of New York-Buffalo, University of California- 
Berkeley, University of Califomia-Los Angeles, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, University of Washington, University of Chicago, 
Florida State University, University of Maryland, University of Michigan, and the University of 
Minnesota. 

The date of the dissertation is the third and most significant criteria for analysis of the 
historical dissertations (See Table 5). Based on this table, one can observe that the number of 
historical dissertations written between 1984-1990 stayed about the same and the number 
completed was very low. However from 1991-1996, the number of historical dissertations 
written greatly increased. From 1997-1999, the number of historical dissertations began to 
decline. The least number, of historical dissertations were written in 1999 with five citations, but 
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Table 4. 



Distribution of Top Five Institutions that Produced Library History Dissertations 



Institution 


Frequency 


Percentage 


Columbia University 


20 


7.7% 


Indiana University 


13 


5.0% 


Texas Woman’s University 


9 


3.5% 


University of Pittsburgh 


11 


4.2% 


University of Wisconsin at 
Madison 


12 


4.6% 
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Frequency 



Table 5 



Distribution of Historical Dissertations Written 1984-1999 



Date of Dissertation 




Date of Dissertation 
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the most recent data available did not include many citations for 1999. The results of this table 
do not indicate why there may have been an increase of historical dissertations written between 
1991-1996. 

The subject scope of each dissertation is another significant criterion for analysis of 
library history (See Table 6). Of the 259 citations, most of the dissertations written deal with the 
history of books and reading, or they are just general historical studies. The least number of 
dissertations written discussed the history of school libraries. This confirms the lack of interest 
of students in this type of library history. Library students also wrote many biographies of 
librarians or library advocates in history and some histories of academic libraries. 

The time period covered within each historical dissertation is another important criterion 
for analysis (See Table 7). Unfortunately the time period covered was unknown in the majority 
of the dissertations cited. If this study were to go more in-depth, it would be necessary to look 
through abstracts and actual dissertations to come up with an estimated time period covered. The 
three sources used were limited because they did not include abstract or background information, 
which would indicate the time period covered in the dissertations. Based on the dates of 
coverage that were provided, a good number of dissertations written covered the period from 
1751-1950 with thirty-seven citations. This was followed by twenty-eight citations covering the 
period 1751-1889, and twenty-seven citations covering 1951-1999. Some of the time periods are 
overlapping because many dissertations covered time periods that overlapped the noted eras. 
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Table 6. 



Distribution of Subject Scope for Library History Dissertations 



Subject Scope 


Frequency 


Percentage 


Academic 


27 


10.4% 


Associations 


8 


3.1% 


Biography 


30 


11.6% 


Books & Reading 


48 


.18.5% 


General 


48 


18.5% 


LIS Education 


9 


3.5% 


Publishing 


35 


13.5% 


Public 


26 


10.0% 


School 


3 


1.2% 


Special 


25 


9.7% 




30 



25 



Frequency 



Table 7. 



Distribution of Time Periods Covered in Historical Dissertations 



Frequency of Time Periods Covered 
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Years Covered 
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The final criterion for investigation was the type of history used in the dissertations (See 
Table 8). 

Table 8. 

Types of History Percentage 




43 % 



It was necessary to find out if the library dissertations generally had a broad scope (“Big 
History”) or if they were more local and specific (“Little History”). This criterion is problematic 
due to the fact that it was difficult to assume or judge a dissertation’s content based only on the 
citation information available. However, this study attempted to make the best possible guess as 
to which type of history was covered by each dissertation. According to Table 8, the white 
shaded area “1” indicates the frequency percentage of “Big History” dissertations and the gray 
shaded area “2” indicates the frequency percentage of “Little History” dissertations. It was 
determined that 42.9% of the dissertations were “Big History,” and 57.1% were “Little History.” 
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This shows that the type of history conducted was nearly split — it is unclear whether or not these 
numbers can prove which type of history is more significant. Overall, the above criteria can be 
used to determine the significance and importance of library history to library and information 



science. 



CHAPTER V. 

CONCLUSION 

Many library professionals have written about the importance of library history to library 
and information science education. This study attempted to continue the examination where 
library history researchers had left off. Many studies were conducted in the late seventies and 
early eighties, which concluded that library history was significant to the library and information 
science field. The researcher’s main interest in this study was initiated by the research that had 
previously been conducted, and by the article written by Orvin Lee Shifflett. This study 
attempted to draw a comparison between Shifflett’s observations of a decline in library history 
research from 1973 to 1981, to the current study of trends in dissertations written in the last 
fifteen years. However, it was difficult to compare this current paper’s results with the 
observations noted by Shifflett and other researchers, because this study used a different 
methodology than the other researchers of previous studies. Shifflett used a library science 
dissertation bibliography to estimate what percentage of library science dissertations used 
historical method. This current paper used both Digital Dissertations and several library history 
bibliographies to come up with an accurate percentage of library history dissertations written in 
the last fifteen years. Although the methodology used in this study may have been problematic, 
the results are still useful and show that the decline in library history dissertations has continued. 

This study took a closer look at how library history has affected the library and 
information science field over the last fifteen years. The results primarily showed that the 
interest in library history has not increased, but instead has continued to slowly decline. Only 8- 
17% of library science dissertations submitted to the Digital Dissertations database dealt in some 
way with library history. According to the research conducted in this study, approximately 
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thirty-eight library history dissertations were written in 1996, but only five historical 
dissertations had been written within 1999. It is unclear as to why a significant number of 
dissertations were written between 1991 and 1996, or why fewer dissertations were written in the 
other years of the study. There still seems to be a noteworthy interest in library history, but it is 
unfortunate that historical method is not used as much as other methods in library and 
information science research. This may be due to the fact that library history is not looked upon 
highly by library schools and professionals. It is also possible that Ph.D. students do not write 
historical dissertations because it is more difficult to acquire a teaching position in a library 
science department with a historical degree. 

The results of this study also confirm that many different historical topics have been 
written about, more females than males have written historical dissertations, and the popularity 
or interest in library history varied over the last fifteen years. Unfortunately, the research 
conducted did not result in any concrete conclusions into the importance of library history to 
students and other library professionals. Many assumptions had to be made by the researcher in 
order to deduct the scope and type of history covered in each dissertation. This paper was 
limited in many ways because the criteria studied was difficult to determine due to the fact that 
only the bibliographic citations of dissertations were available to study. The statistics and 
conclusions prepared in this study are not as accurate as they could be if more complete 
resources were available to the researcher. Additional research would definitely need to be 
conducted based on this study because the sources used were so limited. 

In a future study, it would be necessary to look more closely at the citations provided in 
Digital Dissertations. A future researcher could go through the 1,155 Ph.D. library science 
dissertations submitted between 1984 and 1999 to find out what exact percentage of dissertations 



were written using historical method. Spending more time analyzing the search results in the 
dissertation database could discover a more precise percentage of library history dissertations 
written. A future researcher could also study the abstracts or the actual dissertations to discover 
more trends and to confirm certain trends in library history research. It would also be beneficial 
to use another source such as Dialog to search for library history dissertations in the Dissertation 
Abstracts database. Since Dialog is a more powerful searching tool, a researcher might be able 
to come up with a more accurate percentage of library history dissertations written from 1984- 
1999. 

Future researchers may also want to expand this study to include the interpretations of 
library history by students and library professionals. A survey could be conducted of people in 
the library science field to find out their opinions and thoughts on the importance or significance 
of library history to the field. It would also be interesting to see how library history affects the 
writing of library science dissertations in the future. A study will ultimately need to be 
conducted to find out the importance of library history from 1999 to the current time of the 
future study. In general, this study shows that library history has continued to play a role in the 
writings of doctoral students. While the number of historical dissertations written may continue 
to decline, it is necessary for library professionals to promote the importance of library history. 
Without history, it is not possible for library professionals to learn from the past. 
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APPENDIX A. 
Libraries and Culture 
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APPENDIX D. 



SPSS HISTORICAL METHOD DATA AND RESULTS 





50 



Frequencies 



Statistics 





Gender of 
Author 


institution 


Date of 
Dissertation 


Subject 
Scope of 
Paper 


Type of 
History 


N valid 


259 


25§ 


559 “ 


259 


559 " 


Missing 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 



Frequency Table 

Gender of Author 





Frequency 


Percent 


Valid Percent 


Cumulative 

Percent 


valid Female 


154 


59.5 


59.5 


59.5 


Male 


99 


38.2 


38.2 


97.7 


Unknown 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


100.0 


Total 


259 


100.0 


100.0 





Institution 





Frequency 


Percent 


Valid Percent 


Cumulative 

Percent 


valid umv ot Alabama — 


3 


1.2 


1.2 


1.2 


American Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


1.5 


Univ of Arizona 


1 


.4 


.4 


1.9 


Ball State 


1 


.4 


.4 


2.3 


Boston Univ 


3 


1.2 


1.2 


3.5 


Brown Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


3.9 


Univ oTChicago 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


6.2 


Columbia Univ 


20 


7.7 


7.7 


13.9 


Cornell Univ 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


15.4 


Carnegie Mellon Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


15.8 


College of Wm & Mary 


2 


.8 


.8 


16.6 


Case Western Reserve 
Univ 


3 


1.2 


1.2 


17.8 


Univ of Delaware 


2 


.8< 


.8 


18.5 


Drexel Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


18.9 


Duke Univ 


3 


1.2 


1.2 


20.1 


Florida State Univ 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


22.4 


Georgia Institute of 
Technology 


1 


.4 


.4 


22.8 


George Wash Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


23.2 


Harvard Univ 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


24.7 


Univ of Houston 


1 


.4 


.4 


25.1 


Indiana Univ 


13 


5.0 


5.0 


30.1 


Univ of Iowa 


3 


1.2 


1.2 


31.3 


Johns Hopkins 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


32.8 


Univ of Kansas 


1 


.4 


.4 


33.2 


Univ of Kentucky 


2 


.8 


.8 


34.0 


Lehigh Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


34.4 


Univ of Maryland 


7 


2.7 


2.7 


37.1 


Memphis State 


1 


.4 


.4 


37:5 


Univ of Michigan 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


39.8 


Univ of Minnesota 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


42.1 


Michigan State Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


42.5 




BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Institution 





Frequency 


Percent 


Valid Percent 


Cumulative 

Percent 


valid mi i 


1 


.4 


.4 


42.9 


Michigan Technological 
Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


43.2 


Northern Illinois Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


43.6 


Univ of New Mexico 


1 


.4 


.4 


44.0 


Not Applicable 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


45.6 


New York Univ 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


47.9 


Ohio State Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


48.3 


Univ of Oklahoma 


1 


.4 


.4 


48.6 


Univ of Oregon 


1 


.4 


.4 


49.0 


Portland State Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


49.4 


Princeton Univ 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


51.0 


Rutgers Univ 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


53.3 


Southern Illinois Univ 
Carbondale 


3 


1.2 


1.2 


54.4 


Stanford Univ 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


56.0 


St Louis Univ 


2 


.8 


.8 


56.8 


Seton Hall 


1 


.4 


.4 


57.1 


SUNY Albany 


1 


.4 


.4 


57.5 


SUNY Binghamton 


1 


.4 


.4 


57.9 


SUNY Buffalo 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


60.2 


SU NJ New Brunswick 


2 


.8 


.8 


61.0 


Syracuse Univ 


2 


.8 


.8 


61.8 


Temple Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


62.2 


Texas Woman's Univ 


9 


3.5 


3.5 


65.6 


UCA Berekely 


8 


3.1 


3.1 


68.7 


UCA Davis 


1 


.4 


.4 


69.1 


UCA Los Angeles 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


71.4 


UCA Riverside 


1 


.4 


.4 


71.8 


UCA San Diego 


3 


1.2 


1.2 


73.0 


Univ of Illinois 


1 


.4 


.4 


73.4 


Univ Illinois Urbana 
Champaign 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


75.7 


Univ of Missouri Columbia 


2 


.8 


.8 


76.4 


UNC Chapel Hill 


7 


2.7 


2.7 


79.2 


UNC Greensboro 


1 


.4 


.4 


79.5 


Univ of Georgia 


2 


.8 


.8 


80.3 


Univ of Nebraska Lincoln 


1 


.4 


.4 


80.7 


Univ of South Carolina 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


82.2 


Univ of South Dakota 


1 


.4 


.4 


82.6 


Univ of N Texas 


1 


.4 


.4 


83.0 


Univ of Pennsylvania 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


84.6 


Univ of Pittsburgh 


11 


4.2 


4.2 


88.8 


Univ of Texas Austin 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


90.3 


Univ of Wisconsin 
Madison 


12 


4.6 


4.6 


95.0 


Virginia Commonwealth 


1 


.4 


.4 


95.4 


Univ of Virginia 


2 


.8 


.8 


96.1 


Virginia Polytech Univ 


1 


.4 


.4 


96.5 


Univ of Washington 


6 


2.3 


2.3 


98.8 


Yale Univ 


3 


1.2 


1.2 


100.0 


Total 


259 


100.0 


100.0 
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Date of Dissertation 





Frequency 


Percent 


Valid Percent 


Cumulative 

Percent 


Valid Unknown 


i ■ 


.4 


.4 


J 


1984 


9 


3.5 


3.5 


3.9 


1985 


8 


3.1 


3.1 


6.9 


1986 


12 


4.6 


4.6 


11.6 


1987 


10 


3.9 


3.9 


15.4 


1988 


8 


3.1 


3.1 


18.5 


1989 


10 


3.9 


3.9 


.22.4 


1990 


11 


4.2 


4.2 


26.6 


1991 


18 


6.9 


6.9 


33.6 


1992 


?9 


11.2 


11.2 


44.8 


1993 


22 


8.5 


8.5 


53.3 


1994 


30 


11.6 


11.6 


64.9 


1995 


14 


5.4 


5.4 


70.3 


1996 


38 


14.7 


14.7 


84.9 


1997 


17 


6.6 


6.6 


91.5 


1998 


17 


6.6 


6.6 


98.1 


1999 


5 


1.9 


1.9 


100.0 


Total 


259 


100.0 


100.0 





Subject Scope of Paper 





Frequency 


Percent 


Valid Percent 


Cumulative 

Percent 


Vaiid Academic 


TT 


TOT" 


TuT“ 


TUX" 


Associations 


8 


3.1 


3.1 


13.5 


Biography 


30 


11.6 


11.6 


25.1 


Books & Reading 


48 


18.5 


18.5 


43.6 


General 


48 


18.5 


18.5 


62.2 


LIS Education 


9 


3.5 


3.5 


65.6 


Publishing 


35 


13.5 


13.5 


79.2 


Public 


26 


10.0 


10.0 


89.2 


School 


3 


1.2 


1.2 


90.3 


Special 


. 25 


9.7 


9.7 


100.0 


Total 


259 


100.0 


100.0 





Type of History 





Frequency 


Percent 


Valid Percent 


Cumulative 

Percent 


valid big History 


nr 


42.9 


42.9 " 




Little History 


148 


57.1 


57.1 


100.0 


Total 


259 


100.0 


100.0 
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er|c 



* Frequencies 

Statistics 

Coverage Time Period 



N valid 


255^ 


Missing 


0 



Coverage Time Period 





Frequency 


Percent 


Valid Percent 


Cumulative 

Percent 


-Vara 1UUU-1BUU ' 


9 


3.5 


3.5 


3.5 


1000-1750 


4 


1.5 


1.5 


5.0 


1601-1750 


8 


3.1 


3.1 


8.1 


1601-1899 


13 


5.0 


5.0 


13.1 


1751-1899 


10 


3.9 


3.9 


17.0 


1751-1950 


28 


10.8 


10.8 


27.8 


1751-1999 


37 


14.3 


14.3 


42.1 


1900-1950 


10 


3.9 


3.9 


45.9 


1900-1999 


17 


6.6 


6.6 


52.5 


1951-1999 


27 


10.4 


10.4 


62.9 


Unknown 


96 


37.1 


37.1 


100.0 


Total 


259 


100.0 


100.0 
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